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MISSION

ENGAGE, PREPARE, THRIVE
The mission of ACES is to reduce the academic achievement gap 
and improve the likelihood of success for students in underserved 
communities. ACES works with fourth through eighth grade students 
in Minneapolis and Saint Paul to develop skills via an innovative 
curriculum that blends sports and math to spark learning. 

Our vision is that ACES students succeed in college and career and become engaged 
citizens in safe and equitable communities.
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100% 

of families 
reported that ACES 
programming was 
beneficial for their 

youth.



DIRECTOR’S LETTER
A Message from Christina Saunders, ACES Executive Director

SINCE ITS FOUNDING, ACES HAS 
CONSISTENTLY CHAMPIONED 
THE VOICES OF YOUTH.
As our worlds were turned upside down this spring, our commitment to lifting up youth has been 

unwavering. We worked alongside our youth and families whose struggles were exacerbated 

by the COVID-19 pandemic as well as the murder of George Floyd and the social unrest that 

followed. Our work certainly looked different, as we connected through a screen instead of in a 

classroom, but our mission and purpose remains as strong as ever. 

What has this work looked like? We have been providing 
one-on-one virtual support to our youth while staying 
focused on building academic and social-emotional skills 
through sports. We continue to ground ourselves in our 
core values as we lead with empathy and even more 
attention to equity. 

We maintain our focus on building consistent and healthy 
relationships with our youth, and we are there for our 
families when things don’t go as planned. Along the way, 
we have been continuously inspired by the resilience 
and compassion of our youth. As an example, one of our 
students has repeatedly checked in on his academic coach 
throughout the pandemic!

Additionally, we delivered groceries to many of our families 
who have needed additional support during this crisis.  In 
the coming weeks, we will add monthly school supply 
deliveries so that each of our students have a custom ACES 
kit with all the supplies needed for the month’s curriculum. 

It would have been impossible to make the transition to 
virtual programming without the success of our ACES 
program prior to the pandemic and the relationships we 
have developed over time. For the 2020-21 year, our 
work is deepening, and we couldn’t be more determined 

to make the best of what lies ahead.  We will create new 
and expanded partnerships and provide strong, continued 
virtual programming for our youth. We will add one-on-one 
homework support in addition to small group work, and 
we will continue to support family needs that have yet to 
emerge. 

What ACES has been able to achieve this past year is 
nothing short of remarkable. We could not have reached 
this point without you, our supporters and partners. Your 
dollars have ensured that we can continue to provide the 
consistent support we know our youth need.  

Finally, for the last six months, when the reality of the 
world has been incredibly intense and challenging, I have 
turned to the stories that always inspire me from the ACES 
community, and I have remained hopeful. This fall as we 
all continue to navigate new and existing challenges, we 
are determined to work harder than ever so that we can 
continue to spread that hope. 

The spirit and dedication that has sustained ACES for 

nearly three decades continues to burn brightly, and I am 

certain it will carry us forward for another decade and 

beyond.





PUTTING STUDENTS FIRST
ACES was founded in 1994 to help close the academic achievement gap* 
in Minnesota, which is among the worst in the nation and carries major 
implications for Minnesota’s economic and social health. 

Middle school is a critical point in determining a student’s 
future. ACES specifically serves fourth through eighth grade 
students and focuses on the development of math and 
social-emotional skills. ACES has helped countless youth 
in Minneapolis and Saint Paul increase their likelihood for 
continued academic and personal success. 

Sports is a concept woven throughout programming as 
a hook to incite student interest as well as a useful basis 
for academic learning. We partner with the 
Minnesota Lynx, Timberwolves, Twins, 
Vikings, United FC, and Wild to support our 
work. These teams and athletes provide ACES 
students with once-in-a-lifetime experiences 
that make their classroom learning come to 
life, such as athlete visits to programs, field 
trips to games, stadium tours, and as mentors 
for ACES youth! 

*achievement gap is defined as the disparity in academic 
proficiency between youth of color and their white 
peers.

WE ARE DETERMINED

224 

students served 
through ACES Programming  

prior to shift to virtual 
programming



LEADING WITH EMPATHY
Going Virtual: Due to the effects of COVID-19, 
ACES has made changes to our program model to 
help ensure the health of our students, families, 
employees and communities, while remaining 
committed to supporting our youth academically 
and emotionally. 

We know that school and afterschool programming closures and disruptions will 
exacerbate the already wide education gaps in our communities. Students’ normal 
routines, which for many serve as the main structure of their days, have dramatically 
decreased or disappeared. 

Now more than ever, students need 
positive relationships and emotional 
connections with others. 

E-Mentoring: We must meet socially with 
our students so that social distancing does 
not turn into social isolation. We believe that 
when students have a positive relationship 
with an adult role model, their perspective 
of themselves and the world grows. ACES’ 
e-mentoring program connects students to 
adult mentors with whom they engage in 
discussion about topics like confidence in 
life and school, practice and training, and 
perseverance through challenges. 

WE ARE CONNECTED

80% 
of youth displayed 
significant growth in 

problem-solving skills



DEEPENING OUR IMPACT
ACES 2020-2021 programming is designed to address the need 
for connection alongside academic and social-emotional learning. 
All elements will be virtual. 

PROGRAM STRUCTURE
Small-Group Sessions: Small groups of students (3-4) meet with an ACES Academic 
Coach (teacher) for synchronous learning once per week. These sessions use ACES’ 
sports, math, and SEL curriculum.

One-on-One Support:  ACES Academic Coaches conduct 1:1 sessions with students on 
a weekly basis. Sessions last 45 minutes to an hour with a focus on relationship building 
and distance learning support. 

Large Group Virtual Field Trips:  Students have the opportunity to participate in a 
large group virtual “field trip” once per month. In addition to extending learning in an 
engaging way, these meetings build a sense of community and reinforce the culture of 
ACES. They also provide a fun way for students to connect with one another.

WE ARE RESILIENT

90% 

ACES students are 
students of color

1500 
meals distributed 
over 7 months to 
ACES youth and 

families





MEET AMBRES, ACES ALL-STAR! 
Ambres has been in ACES since 4th grade, and is starting 6th grade this 
year. He has enthusiastically participated in many ACES events over the 
last few years and is a huge fan of geometry and field trips. 

When Ambres started ACES in fourth grade, math was not his favorite subject. Throughout 
his two years in ACES, his confidence in math has improved exponentially. So much so that 
last year, he helped as a guest teacher during the stadium architecture unit demonstrating 
area and perimeter for his teammates. 

WE LOVE WHAT AMBRES HAS TO SAY ABOUT HIS OWN SUCCESS: 

Ambres went from the 25th percentile nationally to 41st percentile, 
putting him on track to meet grade level upon entering high school.

“ACES is important to me and 
my success because it helps 
me with my math and it’s 
going to help me get farther 
in the future. There’s some 
math that I don’t know how to 
do at school and ACES helps 
me with that.”

16 
percentile point growth  

from Spring 2019 to 
Spring 2020 for ACES 

All-Star, Ambres! 



Here’s what one ACES Mentor had to say about their experience: 

My experience as an E-mentor with ACES has been nothing short of fantastic the 
past 3 years. The energy and enthusiasm from the kids is amazing. Every week I 
eagerly await the email from my Mentee. The zest for learning & life from these kids 
is inspiring and energizing. As an E-Mentor, I learned so much from my mentee. His 
ability to adapt & thrive during these crazy times was awe-inspiring. He came each 
week with new ideas, experiences & a love for learning. 

Sometimes I wonder who’s mentoring who? I’ve learned so much for the resiliency  
& positive attitude of these students.

“SOMETIMES I WONDER 
WHO’S MENTORING WHO?”



UNSUNG HERO
This year’s “Unsung Hero” Award was presented to Minnesota United FC 
Defender, Michael Boxall.

Over the past two years, Michael has been an outstanding ACES ambassador. He has 
regularly helped with ACES programming, serving as an e-mentor and bringing youth 
out to MN United practices and games. He’s even helped with COVID relief efforts, 
spearheading donation drives and fundraising for students and families affected by 
COVID-19 and the murder of George Floyd.

Michael has continued to amplify the impact of ACES by lending a hand with fundraising 
initiatives and graciously endorsing the work. Growing up in Auckland, New Zealand, he 
understands the importance of youth education and mentorship.



FINANCIALS

25TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT:  
ALL-STAR EVENING 2020
The 2020 All-Star Evening was our first-ever virtual gala! 

We celebrated the 25th anniversary of our organization and brought together supporters 
from around the country to support youth in the Twin Cities. We raised a total of $200,000 
made possible by the largest number of donors to ever contribute during the All-Star 
Evening! The virtual platform of this year’s event allowed us to highlight the work we do in 
a new and engaging way, and extend our reach beyond our immediate geographic area. 

2020 saw an increase in 
donor attendance at our 
fundraisers. In 2020, at 
our first virtual event, 184 
donors attended, making 
it the best year yet!

TOTAL 
REVENUE: 
$920,563

Foundations: 
$404,100

Individual donations:  
$287,143

Events:  
$199,710

Earned Income: 
$29,610





SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
$100,000+
The Cargill 
Foundation

$50,000+
Alan & Melissa 
Spaulding
Greater Twin Cities 
United Way
Otto Bremer Trust

$25,000+
Dale & Jeri Peterson
McNeely Foundation
Minnesota 
Department of Public 
Safety Office of 
Justice Programs
Mortenson Family 
Foundation
New York Life 
Foundation: Aim 
High Grant Program

$10,000+
Cal & Kris Robertson
Carlson Family 
Foundation
F.R. Bigelow 
Foundation
Jack & Anne 
Kennefick
Pat Niccum, 
Architect Mechanical
Roberta Saunders
Rocco Baldelli
Schulze Family 
Foundation
Star
UnitedHealth Group
Youthprise

$5,000+
All Star Financial
Andrea & Steve Yoch
Bell State Bank and 
Trust
Best Buy
Bob Klefsaas 
Dave & Lynn Latzke

David & Maria Wight
David McGuire
Davis & Bobsey 
Fansler
Dick & Nancy 
Perrine
Edina Rotary 
Foundation
Hardenbergh 
Foundation
Irv Fish
Ken Fairchild
Mairs and Power, Inc.
Michael & Anne 
Sample
Minnesota 
Timberwolves 
Fastbreak 
Foundation
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota United FC
Minnesota Vikings
Minnesota Wild
Navigate Forward
Paddock Family 
Foundation
Rajiv & Rajni Shah
Select Comfort 
Corporation
The Jay & Rose 
Phillips Family 
Foundation
Thomas Foley
Walser Foundation

$2,500+
Charles & Kathryn 
Cunningham
Matt Dumba
Total Sports 
Enterprises LLC
Tom & Holly Roos
St. Paul Saints 
Baseball Club
AllianceBernstein LP
Bill & Lori Peterson
Carol Bierbrauer
Eric & Cory Dayton
Kenneth & Deborah 
Rich
Mark & Marilou 
Cheple

Nikki & Matt Scanlon
The Head Family 
Foundation

$1,000+
Alex Clark
AllianceBernstein LP
Andrew & Linnea 
Turner
Bill & Carin Simpson
Bill & Lori Peterson
Blake Berquist & 
Andrea Larson
Brad & Susan 
Melnick
Carin & Brent 
Anderson
Carol Bierbrauer
Charles & Kathryn 
Cunningham
Charlie & Jaisa 
Engasser
Christian & Ana 
Bartholomew
Cindy & Jerry Gray
Claudia & Michael 
Cuddyer
Clifton & Alisa Ross
Connie & Phil 
Paquette
Conor & Quannah 
Green
Cori Frankenberg
Dana Peterson
David & Brenda 
Heim
David Knoblauch & 
Suzie Woodrich
Dick & Nancy 
Nicholson
Dr. Jack & Mary Bert
Eaton
Eric & Cory Dayton
Gail Hartman
Greg & Susan Zoidis
Jack Links
Jeff & Susan 
Hunsaker
Jeff Cotton
Jennifer Olson

Jerry & Alleen 
Tostrud
Joan Rex
John & Mary 
Saunders
John & Paula Kelly
Jon & Lea Theobald
Josh & Erika 
McEwan
Joy Lindsay & Roy 
Martin
Katie & John 
Grindeland
Kenneth & Deborah 
Rich
Krystan Coyle
Lindsay & Jamie 
Burns
Mark & Marilou 
Cheple
Mark & Rebecca 
Shavlik
Marlene & Marshall 
Miller
Matt Dumba
Michael & Libby 
Boxall
Michael Cash
Mike & Laura Cashill
Minneapolis Kiwanis 
Foundation
Neuger 
Communications 
Group
Nikki & Matt Scanlon
Phileona Foundation
Riley Clagett
Riley Claggett & 
Friends
Ryan Maus & 
Theanna Hegge
Sonya Roberts
St. Paul Saints 
Baseball Club
Steve & Sue 
Peltzman
Syd Williams
The Head Family 
Foundation
Tom & Holly Roos
Total Sports 
Enterprises LLC

$500+
Ali Lucia
Ali Lucia and Drew 
Showalter
Alison Ford
Amy von Walter
Anne & John 
Walbrun
Barb & Bob Sawdy
Barb & Frank 
Hallowell
Bennett & Sharon 
Morgan
Beth & Leon Workin
Brown Advisory
Caribou Coffee
Cassidy & Andrew 
Steiner
Charles & Shawn 
Hipp
David Minkkinen
Derek & Kandice 
Sharrer
Donald & Karen 
DeGenaro
Elizabeth & Erik 
Jensen
Garrick Hilker
Gray Family 
Charitable Fund
James Farrell & 
Pamela Mondale
John & Janet 
Thames
John & Mary March
Kai & Carolyn 
Sakstrup
Margaret Day
Mark & Rose 
Guidinger
Matt Marakovitz
Matt Sobieski
Paul & Kathy 
Connolly
Polaris Industries, 
Inc.
Pramit & Suparna 
Malhotra
Reid Anderson & 
Jenna Lynch
Rhonda & George 
Fletcher

Robert Jones
Sarah & Rob Cooley
Shaneeta Mehta
Shannon & Dave 
Keller
Sunrise Banks
Susan & Sean 
Truman 
Terry & Karilyn Ryan
Tony & Lori Jurek
William & Malyn 
Wrobel

$250+
Alex & Joan Yue
Allison & Matthew 
Mohr
Angela & Chris 
Dillon
Beth Dorsey
Bill Foley
Bob & Sharon Barker
Brian & Jacquelyn 
Senske
Chad & Amy 
Hamann
Charles & Kirsten 
Berkowitz
Cristina Baker
David Lindsay & Liz 
Carraro
Dean & Stacy 
Stambaugh
Derek & Meghan 
Falvey
Diane & David Grigal
Edward Villaume
Ellie & Duncan 
Keirnes
Eugene Dunn
Jeff Locke
Jenna Anderson
Julie Lovaas
Kirsten Lempke
Lynda Maus
Manoj Raheja
Mark Magelssen & 
Jessica Brown
Matthew Grigal



Meghan McKeon & 
Paul Hunt
Mr. O’Conner
Nancy & John 
O’Brien
Nathaniel & Linda 
Robbins, Jr.
Pam & Dave Quirk 
Becker
Rand & Mary Evans
Rick & Patty Soskin
Robert Sweeney
Sara Ahluwalia
Sarah Kesler
Stephanie & Steve 
Huss
Steve & Heidi 
Caskey
Susan McMullan
Thea & Ron Reilkoff
Tom Tessman
Travis Anderson
William Briggs
Zachary Lockner

Under $250
Abigail Ball
Adam Neuger
Aimee Johnson
Ajay Bedekar
Alexis Swanson
Alicia Hager
Alison Spencer
Alyssa & Eric Bigham
Alyssa Anderson
Ameriprise Financial 
Services, Inc.
Amy Crist
Amy Lee
Andrea Winghart
Andrew Heydt
Andrew Lovgren
Ann & Joe Drapcho
Ann Jessup
Ann Preis
Anna Lake-Smith
Anna Lovegren
Anne Borgstrom

Anne-Marie Cookson
Annie Eckhoff
Annie Lebedoff
Anny Vang
Bethel Anderson & 
Sheila Wilcox
Bill & Michelle 
Mathis
Blaire Molitor
Bob & Jenny 
Reynolds
Bob & Teresa 
Kemmerer
Bob Hansen
Brittney Sears
Callum & Stacey 
Williams
Carey Melnick
Carl Patow
Carol Adelman
Charles Kloos
Chelsea Cohen
Chreese Jones
Christina Saunders
Christy Carr
Claire Bartholomew
Clare Eisenberg
Cleva Jobe
Conor Callaghan
Dana & Mathias 
Mortenson
Daniel Augustine & 
LeAnn Hutchinson
Daniel Lindstrom
Daniel Woods
Darlene Williams
David & Jeri Huart
David Abramson
Debbie Rutledge
Derek Rivard
Donald Hayden
Donna Moores
Douglas Ferguson
Dylan Cyr
Eddie & Airika 
Coblentz
Edith Affeldt

Edward Hustad & 
Melissa Thompson
Elizabeth Ann
Elizabeth Laukka
Elizabeth Miskavige
Elizabeth Odette
Emma Crumley
Eric Howard
Erika Lone
Erin Flannery
Esther Sykora
Ethan Kleinke
Eva Haupt
Frank Altman
Fresh Thyme
Gail Cain
Gary Myhre
Gayle Solheim
Gerald Trooien
Greg Cleary
Greg Williams
Harrison Klein
Heidi Metro
Hilary Otey Wold
Holly Andrews
Hope Esparolini
Ian & Gail Park
Isabel Chernoff
Jack Williams
Jaimie Palbicki
James & Antoinette 
Somerville
Jane & Sean Pirtle
Jane LaLonde
Janet & Robert 
Berkseth
Janet DelRe
Jeanne Dingman
Jeffrey Brooke
Jenna Rosenberg
Jennifer DeBrow
Jennifer Finley
Jennifer Huster
Jess Block
Jill Westberry
Jim Roths

Jo Seddon
Joe Selvaggio
John Baker
John Bender
John Kincaid
John Moore
John O’Keefe
John Stever
Jon Fure
Julianne & Bryan 
Lind
Julie Raheja-Perera
Justin Dworak
Justin Nelson
Kara & James Bixby
Karen Whitaker
Kari & Jeff Bowers
Karl & Kristen 
Anderbeck
Karl Humiller
Katharine Jessup
Katherine Brown
Katherine Heller
Katherine Kane
Kathryn Berg & 
Steve Dittes
Katie Feilen
Kayleen Tecker
Kelly Hagenson
Kendra Minser
Kenneth Meyer
Kevin Nelson
Krissa Fisher
Kristi Jereska
Lacie Baumgartner
Larry Schultz
Laura Kreiger
Laura Wright
Lauren Gray
Leona Haupt
Linda Burton
Lisa Luckenbach
Lissa Skogstad
Maria Jollie
Marisa
Marnie Fearon

Mary Harris
Mary Jo Mehrl
Matt Russell
Matthew Morrow
Megan Kelly
Megan Leverenz
Meghan Wainwright
Meira Besikof
Melissa Floyd
Michelle & Ryan 
O’Connor
Michelle McAllister
Mona Schmidt
MWF Properties
Nancy Zimmerman
Naomi Villebrun
Nick Guggenbuehl
Patricia & Larry 
Frattallone
Patrick Mahoney
Patrick Sukhum
Paul & Donalyn 
Dealy
Paul Rocheford
Paula Williams
Peg Richartz
Penny Hammond
Pete Tanghe
Peter Ganzer & 
Annemarie Herrlich
Philip & Anika 
Kaleewoun
Phoebe  Gray
Quinn Handahl
Rachel LaBerge
Rachel Schuldt
Rachel Stoecker
Rachelle Pass
Randy Handel
Richard Faulkner
Rick & Kari Hegge
Robert & Connie 
Johnson
Robert Clarke
Robert Miller
Robert Wojcicki
Ross Rifkin

Sam Graber
Sam Martineau
Sara Wegmann
Sarah Roths
Seema Oberoi
SH  Fernando
Stacy & Mark 
Johnstone
Stephen Hari
Stephen Marien
Steve & Barb Cutler
Steven Peterson
Susan & Thomas 
Leaf
Susan Vikse
Sylvie Bartholomew
Tara & Sundeep Dev
Tara Girch
Terrence Bogie
Terrie O’Sullivan
Thomas & Katherine 
Kruse
Thomas Graves & 
Virginia Agresti
Thomas Johnson
Tom Garrity
Tom Graves
Tony T’Kach
Tyler Karlberg
Valerie Cady
Wagman Brothers, 
Inc.
Weis Builders, Inc.
Yvette Sanchez



ACES
1115 E Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55414

aces4kids.org

“I think you should 
join ACES because 
it’s really fun and we 
play really fun games 
together. They also 
help you work on your 
math skills and it’s 
really fun!”
 - Ambres, 6th Grader & 3rd Year ACES All Star


